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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.

subtle part must penetrate and exhaust the material as much
as possible (resolving). As a result all sorts of queer apparatus
and sources of heat were invented for producing the so-called
circulation. They all resulted in a prolonged digestion and an
unintentional loss of the alcohol, ofttimes formed by fermen-
tation, and of the aroma.

Circulation was therefore considered not only as the essence
of distillation, but also as an important preparatory part of it.   It

was believed that the plant and animal material finally to be
distilled was thereby prepared for the refinement and purification
of the spirit beings ("geistige Wesen") contained in them, and
for their better and easier separation and purification. A large
variety of vessels, usually constructed after some symbolic
prototype, was used for this purpose. The simple Circulatoria
were ordinary glass flasks, retorts the tubes of which were bent
in a variety of ways, also so-called urine glasses used by phy-
sicians for diagnosis.